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 A Conversation With How has the field of Architecture 

changed since you started your career?

I had my first paid job in the field back in 1995, 
when I was in architectural school, 3rd year, so of 
course, it’s changed much since then.

It changed not only in the design and production of 
the documents (it was hand drafting at the time) 
but also in the methods of construction and the 
meaning of good architecture. But the significant 
shift - or what I believe is the most crucial change 
is “more attention to the environment-friendly 
design and built.” It’s now not only the regulatory 
requirement but also one of the main criteria for 
defining good architecture.

Where do you see yourself in 10 years?

I see myself working on residential high-rise 
projects located all over the world. KIRKOR has the 
potential to be one of the references for this type 
of architecture. From Beijing to Frankfurt, from 
Dubai to Singapore.
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Do you have a signature style?

I believe in simplicity and purity in architec-
ture. Thinking simple does not necessarily 
lead to banal design. The process of creativi-
ty is complicated, but, in my opinion,  
it’s basically about adding simple new 
resolutions to all old answers for repeated 
design questions. It’s like the famous saying 
in screenplay writing courses: “there are only 
a few original stories in the history of story-
telling!” It means it’s all about the narrative 
and details. 

I believe creativity in architecture is under-
standing the context of a project (in all  
aspects of it) and providing the requirement 
of the evolution of that context to a new 
space by using architectural language in 
order to accomplish the targeted goals. 

Evolution is always based on variation, 
inheritance, selection and time. All of these 
aspects can be translated into architec-
ture. Finding new design solutions is about 
improving the existing solutions with more 
knowledge of design, subject and context. 
Architecture is (and should be) a conser-
vative art. Don’t reinvent the wheel. Don’t 
translate the creativity in architecture to 
just changing the way that elements appear 
in buildings or creating a new appearance 
in the façade, which is the most common 
mistake among architects. Instead, design 
and build with intelligence that stems from 
legacy and history.

I’m trying to practice this process, but I’m not 
sure if we can call it a style.

Mixed-Use
Erin Mills South 

Mixed-Use
Bianca 

Design Architect: Teeple Architects

Mixed-Use
Edmonton 
Motors



Do you look up to an Architect?  
and why?

Among the ones I worked with, a couple of  Among the ones I worked with, a couple of  
architects inspire me in different areas, and I  architects inspire me in different areas, and I  
certainly look up to them in those aspects.certainly look up to them in those aspects.

I remember an experienced French/Iranian I remember an experienced French/Iranian 
architect I worked with in Dubai on a con-architect I worked with in Dubai on a con-
struction site. This was on a Burj Dubai-struction site. This was on a Burj Dubai-
Dubai Mall project – The tallest tower in the Dubai Mall project – The tallest tower in the 
world at the time. We were part of a general world at the time. We were part of a general 
contractor team developing the design to the contractor team developing the design to the 
construction level. His name was Massud construction level. His name was Massud 
Rahmati. I learned from him how to consider Rahmati. I learned from him how to consider 
every aspect of the design and construction every aspect of the design and construction 
in 3D, how to read the different drawings, in 3D, how to read the different drawings, 
and the way in which they relate to each  and the way in which they relate to each  
other to get to an actual 3D image of the  other to get to an actual 3D image of the  
design before building it. He retired some design before building it. He retired some 
time ago (if that means anything in the  time ago (if that means anything in the  
architecture profession) and lives in Paris, architecture profession) and lives in Paris, 
but we are still in touch.but we are still in touch.

I also learned a lot from Howard, Brent  I also learned a lot from Howard, Brent  
and Carlos. Being sensitive about details and Carlos. Being sensitive about details 
and considering how contractors can  and considering how contractors can  
execute the details are some lessons I execute the details are some lessons I 
learned from Howard. Not being satisfied learned from Howard. Not being satisfied 
with the first idea, pushing the limits further, with the first idea, pushing the limits further, 
and protecting the client’s money and  and protecting the client’s money and  
preferences are how-tos I gleaned from preferences are how-tos I gleaned from 
Brent. Finally, Carlos is an exceptional  Brent. Finally, Carlos is an exceptional  
example of manners one can adopt when example of manners one can adopt when 
dealing with coworkers. The way he prioritiz-dealing with coworkers. The way he prioritiz-
es the requirements of a project and the way es the requirements of a project and the way 
that he spells it out for others has taught  that he spells it out for others has taught  
me a lot. me a lot. 

In the celebrities of the architecture world, In the celebrities of the architecture world, 
I’m a big fan of Kevin Roche.  I’m a big fan of Kevin Roche.  

What was your most difficult  
project? And what elements  
made it difficult?

Buildings can’t come together without the Buildings can’t come together without the 
participation of many experts and teams. participation of many experts and teams. 
However, challenges turn into difficulties However, challenges turn into difficulties 
when any part of this extensive team  when any part of this extensive team  
doesn’t do their portion of work properly.doesn’t do their portion of work properly.

I can say my most difficult projects were  I can say my most difficult projects were  
the ones when the leading players didn’t the ones when the leading players didn’t 
fulfill their duties.fulfill their duties.
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